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SARLL

C O M I N G C LO SE TO H I S T H I R D YE A R AS B O S S O F ST E V E N AG E
FC, DARREN SARLL HAS GONE THROUGH IT ALL IN HIS
R E L AT I V E L Y S H O R T T I M E I N C H A R G E .

IT IS A DREAM JOB FOR SARLL WHO
GREW UP NEARBY IN LETCHWORTH AND
HAS SPENT OVER A DECADE WORKING
FOR THE CLUB IN VARIOUS ROLES.
There is a refreshingly old school
flavour to Sarll which is demonstrated by
his favourite ever player.
“I was a Man United fan from the very
beginning because of my father and
his love affair with the club. That grew
because my first ever hero was Bryan
Robson.
“I loved his courage, his determination
and I also liked the fact he had an old
fashioned charisma about him where you
would fight out on the pitch but shake
hands and have a drink in the players’
lounge afterwards.
“I always remember watching the 2 goals
he got against Barcelona at Old Trafford
where he scored the header amongst the
boots.
“Back then those types of actions were
really impactful on people, they were real
leadership qualities.”
As a youngster, Sarll played for
Letchworth City Eagles before spending
time at the Luton, Watford and then
Ipswich academies.
After being released by Ipswich, he
went on to play for Hitchin Town amongst
other local sides where his experiences as
a teenager playing in senior non-league
football helped shape who he is today.
“I always played in the middle of the
midfield; I wasn’t particularly athletic,
very aggressive and could talk like you
wouldn’t believe - sort of like how I am
now!
“I wouldn’t wish it any other way. I was
quite opinionated and used to get put
down regularly by these big characters
which helped mould me.
“I wasn’t good enough as a player and I
don’t mind admitting it. Years later I met a
friend in Hitchin, David Bass, who taught
me so much about running an organisation,
not just going out and throwing down a
few cones.
“He said ‘There is no need to play
anymore Darren, why are you playing?
You’re rubbish! Go and be a top, top
manager, get ahead of everyone else’.
“It was a bit of a wake-up call. I broke
my ankle for the second time in a charity
game at Biggleswade that summer and
that was it.”
Sarll’s love of coaching started at the
age of 13 when now Academy manager,

Robbie O’Keefe, gave him a first
opportunity whilst playing for his Youth
team.
“I just fell in love with it straight away.
By the time I was 17 I had completed my
level-2 and UEFA B.
“I worked in the Community department
for a couple of years before I worked for
the U18s and then Peter Taylor made me
reserve team coach.
“At 22 I became the youngest coach
in the country to get my A-license and I
had some top players to work – the likes
of Peter Vincenti, Scott Laird and Lawrie
Wilson.”
Sarll went on to coach at Brentford and
Rotherham before coming back to Boro to
reboot the Academy.
“It was at the time I knew the Chairman
wanted to shake things up in the Academy
and having known Phil for many years, he
decided to bring me back home.
“Phil didn’t know this but I came back
with a plan of becoming a First Team
manager within a decade. I had worked in
youth football for a long time and I felt 10
years was a reasonable expectation.
“It turns out that within four I became
manager.”
Whilst managing the U18s, Sarll helped
make the Academy the force it is today
and oversaw a number of youngsters
make their way into the First Team.
Driven by Sarll’s old-school values,
he says it helped create an unbreakable
bond within his group.
“We had loads of little things. Tuck your
shirts in - you never see an untidy soldier.
Roll your socks up but never let them
come over your knees. There was a code
of conduct.
“Cleaning boots, changing rooms – the
lot.
“Those three years were a really
fantastic time and I have got friendships
and a brotherhood of connection with
those boys that will last a lifetime.”
After four years back in the Academy,
Sarll was named a part of Teddy
Sheringham’s management team in 2015
where results were hard to come by and
the team struggled.
“It was a really difficult period and
looking back, we didn’t get the recruitment
right that year and there was a lack of
reality to our play.
“We didn’t get the most out of Mark
Hughes who is doing fantastic at
Accrington. Mark has obviously got a large
DARREN SARLL

R&E

Family Butchers
Make your Christmas
magical with a Hamper from
R & E Family Butchers starting
at just £44.99!
To include:
3lb Boneless Turkey Breast
or 5lb Fresh Chicken
Topside of Beef
Gammon Joint
Boneless Loin of Pork
A dozen fresh eggs
Packet of Stuffing
1lb Sausage Meat

R and E Family Butchers
31, Leys Avenue, Letchworth,
01463 681221
All orders must be placed by Saturday 9th December.
All weights approximate.
Larger hampers available on request.

part to play in that but John Coleman has
certainly got a lot more out of him than
we did.
“It just wasn’t like a Stevenage team,
that’s the closest I can get to summing
it up. That is not just down to Teddy
Sheringham, that is Darren Sarll, Kevin
Watson, everyone, all the way up to the
very top.”
When Teddy left the club, Sarll was
given the role of caretaker manager, a
chance to prove himself with the First
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� Repairs & Re-roof � Lead Specialists
� Slating & Tiling � Guttering and Drainage
� Gutter Clearing
� Fascias & Sofﬁts
� UPVC Wall Cladding � Moss Removal
� Single Ply/3 Layer Felt
� Flat Rooﬁng
� All Work Guaranteed � Fully Insured
� Generous discounts for senior citizens
We Will Beat Any Written Quotation
For more information & free estimate

01438 517166 / 07432 624335
chrismead.rooﬁng@yahoo.co.uk

Team.
Although Sarll steadied the ship and
helped guide the side away from relegation
trouble, a run of five straight defeats left
him and many on the outside wondering
whether he would get the opportunity on
a full-time basis.
“Absolutely I doubted it! It felt pretty
obvious in fact. There were lots of rumours
going around about different managers
watching our games closely.
“But then I met with the Chairman and
after about 3 hours he said ‘Darren, you
have got everything that I want but you
just need a little bit of experience. I am
going to get you some help’.
“That is how he left it. A couple of days
later the Chairman introduced me to
Glenn Roeder and that was the start of a
beautiful relationship.”
Sarll and Roeder guided the Boro to a
10th place finish last season; just three
points shy of the play-offs. It was a
positive first season in charge with hopes
and aspirations raised.
After a busy summer of ins and outs, 5
wins from the first 10 league games saw
the Boro high up in the table to start the
current season, but a recent dip in form
has seen the side fall away from Sarll’s
own lofty expectations.
“By the time we started in August we had
no way near finished our recruitment. The
start we got off to was a bit unexpected
in that sense as we had no established
central midfield player; Matty Godden was
injured for the whole of pre-season, Ben
Kennedy was trying to fight his way back
into fitness.
“So for us to go through August and
September the way we did was an
outstanding effort from the players.
“When you are working at Stevenage
or any League Two club, you are going to
have your ups and downs.
“If you can look back any successful
Stevenage team, they have all had bad
spells.
“I think the year we went up from League
Two we were 17th in January. There is no
panic from us.”
Being a manager is one of the most
prized, rewarding but stressful jobs in the
world.
Sarll says that over time, he has improved
at dealing with the disappointments that
inevitably come his way.
“In my time as caretaker manager, it felt
like I did not sleep for weeks at a time.
“Last year there were stages where it
wasn’t great but I have gotten better at it
overall.
“You just want to do well and you know

that there are so many people who are
invested in the results.
“Experience allows you to see wood
through the trees a little bit clearer
compared to when you are a younger
manager.
“But it can be a lonely job. You just have
to focus on the positives and enjoy the
good times.”
Sarll spends much of his free time
watching football up and down the
country, scouting players and keeping his
EFL and youth football knowledge up to
scratch.
Although he doesn’t get the chance to
watch much top flight football, Match of
the Day is a weekly ritual and there are a
few managers in the Premier League he
admires more than most.
“I absolutely love what Sean Dyche and
Chris Hughton have done.
“Mauricio Pochettino would be top dog
for me at the moment though. I absolutely
love what he has done and he does it
with such class. He does it with a human
quality that evades so many of the top
sports people.
“I got the chance to spend a bit of time
with him recently and he is just such an
impressive person.
“There is a human quality to what he
does at Tottenham and the same goes
with Sean at Burnley, Chris at Brighton
and Eddie at Bournemouth.
“There is just a class about them as
people which I try to take on. I don’t want
to sacrifice my personality and my values
just for winning, and those boys don’t.
‘This is who I am and this is what we are
going to do.’
“I love that human quality about them,
it is never about them. The team takes all
the glory; I will take all the rubbish. I think
when you are playing under a manager
like that, it is a wonderful feeling.”

DARREN SARLL

R&E

Family Butchers

JANUARY

SAVERS
Spend £50 in one transaction
during January 2018 and
receive a 10% discount.
R and E Family Butchers
31, Leys Avenue, Letchworth,
01463 681221
T’s & C’s: This voucher must be produced to obtain this offer.
One voucher per person, valid 31/1/2018

119 Bedwell Crescent, Stevenage SG1 1NA
Opening hours over Christmas & New Year
Monday 25th Dec Christmas Day - Closed
Tuesday 26th Dec Boxing Day- Closed
Wednesday 27th Dec - Closed
Thursday 28th - Open as usual
Friday 29th - Open as usual
Saturday 30th - Open as usual
Sunday 31st Dec - Closed
Monday 1st Jan New Years Day - Closed
Tuesday 2nd Jan - Open as usual
The management & team would like to wish
all our customers old & new a very merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

OPENING HOURS

TUES - SAT 11:30am - 2pm
MON - SAT 4:30am - 10:30pm
Please note: we stop frying 15 minutes before closure.
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JACK KING
ON HIS UNUSUAL ROUTE INTO
THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE…

TELL ME A BIT ABOUT YOUR EARLY YEARS
AND HOW YOU GOT INTO FOOTBALL…
“I started playing for school when I was
about 8 or 9 years old.
“I never played for a Saturday or Sunday
team. I just played for the school to start
with and then managed to get through the
trials at district a year early. I was 9 years
old playing for the U11s.
“I ended up then getting picked up by
Oxford United. I was with their School of
Excellence until I was 13 when I signed for
Swansea.
“I was training with a local men’s team
because it was quite far for me to travel
everday. I was living in Oxford still so my
Dad was just taking me up on Saturday’s
to play games.
“I did that for 2 years until it came to
the time to leave school and got offered
a scholarship at Swansea, I moved there
from school at 15 years old.
“It’s funny how I have changed. When
I left school I was only 5’3/5’4, obviously
very small for a central midfielder so I was
just a passer basically. The physical side
of the game was never there for me.
“But I am glad with how it worked out;
I managed to develop my technical side
before the physical side, which was always
going to come.
“I was at Swansea for 3 years but various
different managers came in and I didn’t
get offered a pro deal. That was when I
moved back home and started working
again.”
HOW DISAPPOINTING WAS IT TO NOT BE
OFFERED A DEAL AT SWANSEA?
“Yeah it was disappointing. I sort of
knew in the end. I got a knee injury when I
was 18 and going into my third year.
“I was rated by some managers and not
by others. In the end Brian Flynn released
me and I knew he didn’t fancy me at all.
He only ended up taking 1 out of our age
group.
“So it was no real surprise. I felt I was

good enough at the time and will still
always think that.
“I felt I was unfortunate, but at the same
time, I started working and playing in
Non-League and I didn’t really miss it too
much.”
COULD YOU HAVE PLAYED AT A HIGHER
LEVEL AFTER BEING RELEASED BY
SWANSEA? IT SEEMS A STEEP DROP.
“Probably. I left Swansea in January and
my contract ran until July. I was supposed
to go to Bristol Rovers for the remainder of
the season for trials and training.
“I turned up for a game but found I
couldn’t get international clearance from
the Welsh FA, so I basically got told all I
could do for the remainder of the season
was to play in Non-League.
“I don’t know if the rules have changed
now, but that is what I had to do. I ended
up playing for my local team, Didcot, who
were in the Hellenic League at the time.
“I started working for my Dad’s building
company, doing ground works. From then
on I didn’t really have that desire to go on
trials and chase my dream to become a
footballer.”
YOU STARTED EARNING MONEY AND
JUST LIVING A NORMAL LIFE?
“Yeah, of course. I was enjoying my
football and we were winning things with
Didcot. I then moved on then to Brackley
and back to Didcot. I was enjoying it. The
work outside of football was hard but I
didn’t mind.”
SO AT WHAT AGE DID YOU THEN DECIDE
TO TAKE YOUR FOOTBALL CAREER MORE
SERIOUSLY AGAIN?
“Well I was playing well for all my teams
and the offers to get into the league were
beginning to come in.
“I had League One and League Two
clubs after my signature but in my opinon,
they weren’t ambitious clubs. They were
clubs that were either going to get
relegated out of League One or struggle
in League Two.

Q&A WITH JACK KING

“It never really appealed to me. We
were doing well and I was progressing in
Non-League.”
YOU STILL FELT YOUNG ENOUGH TO
STAY PATIENT?
“I was in my early twenties so I felt like I
had plenty of time.
“I signed a 2 year contract at
Farnborough, who again at the time were
a really ambitious club looking to move
up the leagues.
“That is when more and more interest
started coming in. In those 2 years at
Farnborough we won promotion and then
finished 2nd in the Conference South.
“Farnborough took the option to go fulltime which didn’t appeal to me; I was still
working for the family business so going
full-time wasn’t an option and I had to
leave.
“I signed for Woking, had one season
with them, won the Conference South and
that is when Preston came knocking on
the door.”
WHERE YOU PLAYED UNDER A GAFFER
KNOWN PRETTY WELL ROUND THESE
PARTS…
“Exactly. The manager at the time was
Graham Westley and John Dreyer was
his assistant; I think they watched me
for a number of years whilst they were at
Stevenage.
“When I eventually went up there, I spoke
to John Dreyer at length and basically he
told me that they were going to bring me
to Stevenage a couple of years earlier, but
they had Michael Bostwick who they felt
was a similar type of player.”
PRESTON MUST HAVE BEEN A BIG MOVE
FOR YOU AND A TOTAL CHANGE IN THE
DIRECTION OF YOUR LIFE?
“I moved up there when I was 25 and I
didn’t really expect too much to be honest.
I only signed a one year contract and I was
thinking, if I could be in and around the
First Team come the start of the season,
then I would have done well.
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WE WENT BACK TO BASICS AND IT RE ALLY
WORKED FOR US, WE PRETTY MUCH LOST ONLY ONE
OR TWO GAMES FOR THE REST OF THE SE ASON.
“It turned out in pre-season that I had
done fairly well, played in a number of
positions but ended up starting the first
league game up front with Chris Beardsley!
“That is where Graham saw me at the
time and I played well for the remainder
of that season. I think I started well over
40 games and made 50 odd appearances
overall which I couldn’t have dreamed of
a few years prior.
“So I was delighted with how the first
season went. The Preston fans really took
to me although we didn’t finish as well as
we would have liked.”
THEN SIMON GRAYSON CAME IN…
“The next season we got into the playoffs where we lost to Rotherham in the
semi-finals. We were 2-1 up on aggregate
in the second leg and threw it away with a
couple of sloppy goals late on.
“So it was obviously a disappointing
season for us all, but it made us stronger
and we came back the season after and
got the promotion we were looking for.”
Was it a surprise when your time at
Preston came to an end?
“Not really. It was sort of unfortunate in
the way it happened. I was in the team right
up until Christmas and I was supposed to
be signing a new contract with 5 or 6 other
players.
“So it was all looking rosy around
Christmas time and then we had a bad
month in January, we didn’t win many
games and I found myself out of the team.
“The club captain, Tom Clarke, came
back in and that was me out of the team.”
SO WAS IT A BITTERSWEET ENDING TO
THE SEASON?
“Sort of, although my overriding emotion
was still one of happiness. I found myself
sometimes out of the squad, sometimes on
the bench. I don’t think through any fault
of my own with regards to performances,
we just had such a strong squad.
“We basically had 25 players who
probably could have got into any team in
League One at the time.
“I think I made about 30 appearances
that season. Obviously with the contract

being pulled in January because of the bad
month we had, in the end they dragged it
out and did nothing until the end of the
season, which was disappointing.
“With that in mind I was in contact with
other clubs and it turned out Scunthorpe
was the right deal for me.
HOW WOULD YOU SUM UP YOUR TIME AT
SCUNTHORPE?
“I don’t think they saw the best of me;
I had a similar situation to the previous
season. I captained the side for the first 30
games on the spin and playing 90 minutes
every game.
“It got right up until Christmas, our form
was very indifferent and we weren’t as
high up the league as what we should
have been. Then there was a change of
management, Mark Robins got sacked
and I came out the team again.
“The whole philosophy around the
club changed somewhat. We went back
to basics and it really worked for us, we
pretty much lost only one or two games
for the rest of the season.
“I couldn’t force my way back in as we
were doing so well. Scott Laird found
himself in the same situation.
“There are some regrets on my part as
I didn’t play as much as I wanted. I felt
I had plenty to give but my form sort of
replicated the form of the club at the start
of the season.”
YOU MENTIONED SCOTT LAIRD, I KNOW
YOU ARE GOOD FRIENDS WITH HIM. DID
HE SPEAK TO YOU A BIT ABOUT US?
“Originally when I was supposed to
come here, there were talks of him being
part of the deal so it would have been nice
of us both to come.
“He ended up joining Walsall, but yes
I spoke to him and I have got a lot of
friends who used to be here previously.
Chris Beardsley, John Mousinho and Mark
Roberts all had a successful time here and
they spoke so highly of the club.
“Everything they said is certainly the
way I have found it and since signing
permanently I have thoroughly enjoyed
my time here.”

Q&A WITH JACK KING

CLUB SHOP OPENING TIMES:
The Stevenage FC Club Shop is your
#1 place for merchandise & tickets
all year long.
Located between the players
entrance and ticket office outside
the West Stand at the Lamex
Stadium, the Club Shop is now
fully stocked with our new Macron
Playing Kit & Training Wear range.
You are guaranteed great service
and a expansive range of Stevenage
FC products for all supporters.
Opening Hours:
Monday: 11am-5pm
Tuesday: 10am-5pm (Non-match
days), 12pm-7.45pm (Home
matchdays)
Wednesday: 12pm-6pm
Thursday: 10am-5pm
Friday: 10am-5pm
Saturday: 12pm-3pm (Home
matchdays only)
Sunday: Closed

FINALLY, I HAVE GOT TO ASK, JUST TALK
ME THROUGH YOUR TATTOOS…
“I think I had my first one when I was
about 18. I was never really into them at
the time but my brother had quite a few
and ended up taking me to get my first.
“I then just started adding to it. Tattoos
became more popular, more fashionable,
one thing led to another and I ended up
getting quite get a few.
“Other people will tell you, it becomes a
bit of an addiction.”
WHAT DO YOUR PARENTS THINK?
“Let’s just say, they aren’t fans.”
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DANNY
I T H A S B E E N A W H I R LW I N D 1 2 M O N T H S F O R B O R O ’ S D A N N Y N E W T O N …

F R O M P L A Y I N G P A R T- T I M E F O R T A M W O R T H A N D W O R K I N G
I N A F A C T O R Y, T O N E A R T H E T O P O F T H E L E A G U E T W O
GOALSCORING CHARTS FOR THE SUPER BORO.
WHETHER IT BE SKY ONE’S “THE
NEXT JAMIE VARDY” FOLLOWING HIM
AROUND OR INTERVIEW REQUESTS
FROM JOURNALISTS ALL AROUND THE
COUNTRY, THE SHY STRIKER HAS HAD
TO QUICKLY GET USED TO CAMERAS
AND QUESTIONS.
“Well I don’t know if I have improved,
but I think I am used to it now. Most of the
time it is pretty much the same questions
anyway!
“I am just repeating what I have already
said a lot of the time but I don’t mind. It is
nice that people want to talk to me.
“The past year has been crazy; I think
I am just about catching up with it all.
Now that I am settled at the club, settled
in the team and settled at home, it has
become a lot easier.
“Hopefully I can kick on from here, but
the last year has flown by and I wouldn’t
have expected to be where I am now.”
Playing well and scoring goals for
Tamworth last season, Newton was
already being eyed up by a number of
professional clubs as his form continued
to impress in non-league circles.
But a direct message he received
on Twitter would play a big part in his
immediate future.
“I didn’t even know who they (V9
Academy) were at first. I received a
message from them basically saying that
they had been watching me and think I
should sign up.
“They were scouting plenty of players
from the non-league and in one of
my games they came to I played well,
scored, and the rest is history.
“I took a look at their website to see
what they were all about. I had nothing
to lose so went ahead and got in touch.”
Due to the nature of the V9 Academy
and the player that has lent his name,
Sky’s cameras followed Newton during
the summer as he went through trials and
tribulations before eventually signing for

Stevenage.
“It was definitely weird. I am not really
one who looks for the cameras or anything
like that. I just tried to be myself. I didn’t
try to change or pretend to be something
I am not.
“Going from where I came from, it was
nothing I had experienced before.”
Newton became the first graduate of
the V9 Academy in July when he signed
for Boro on a two year deal.
The move was understandably met
with much fanfare and praise for the
Vardy’s Academy, however, Boro’s scouts
had been all over Newton for much of the
season, with or without V9.
“You can’t say it is solely down to V9.
A lot of credit has to go to Tamworth as
well; I did really well there last year and
they helped me a lot.
“Obviously Stevenage’s scouts were
looking at me anyway so the move
could have happened anyway. I think
perhaps the V9 Academy helped put a
bit of spotlight on me which brought it
all together.”
Leicester native Newton has already
seen
how
anything
is
possible,
demonstrated
by the
city’s
team
improbable title win two seasons ago.
Despite spending most of his life and
career in-and-around Leicestershire,
Newton wasn’t quite able to share the joy
in the same way as most of his friends.
“I am a Liverpool fan actually. I was
born in Liverpool and moved to Leicester
when I was two years old but have always
been a fan of the Reds.
“All of my friends are Leicester fans –
my school mates, friends at work. That
year was unbelievable and the buzz in
and around the city is something I will
always remember.
“It shocked the world and proved
where hard work and belief can take you,
not just in football but in life in general.”
Interviews over, contract signed, it was

DANNY NEWTON

time to get to work.
“I just wanted to try and break into the
First Team to be honest. Obviously it is
my first year at this level so I thought it
would be a tough slog to get into the
squad, let alone the starting XI.
“I didn’t expect the start I had to be
honest. It kind of fell perfectly into place
with Matty getting injured during preseason which allowed me to get more of
a look-in.
“The first month of the season gave me
the confidence that I can not only play
at this level, but thrive and score goals
too. I think it was important to get off to
a good start.
“Now with Matty and I playing up top
together, it has worked out really well.”
It hasn’t been all plain sailing for
Newton. After such a good start for both
himself and the team, results and goals
have fallen off in recent weeks.
“It has been frustrating at times. I didn’t
score throughout October, had a few
disallowed for either fouls or offside and
we struggled as a team on the whole.
“We haven’t had the best of months
but that is football. You can’t win every
week, despite our best efforts.
“We just need to kick on now and get
ourselves back up the table. I think we
are more than good enough as a team,
we just need to find that little bit extra
inside and we will be fine.
“I did get rested after receiving a few
knocks. I was playing pretty much every
game and my legs and body were feeling
it.
“I have gone from one game and one
training session a week to training every
day and playing once, sometimes twice
a week.”
Not all supporters appreciated their
new fan favourite being rested, as
demonstrated by the calls of his name
during the home win against Accrington
when Newton was left on the bench.
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NEWTON BECAME THE FIRST GRADUATE OF THE V9
ACADEMY IN JULY WHEN HE SIGNED FOR BORO ON A
TWO YE AR DE AL

“Obviously it is a nice feeling to be
appreciated by the supporters, but we
are a team and everyone is in it together.
“Support the players that are on the
pitch as you don’t always know the
reasons. Everything worked out in that
game anyway and we got an important
win.”
So what are the big differences to
playing part-time for Tamworth to playing
full-time for Stevenage?
“Mistakes in this league get punished. I
was speaking to the Gaffer and Glenn and
they asked me about my observations
and that was the first thing that came to
mind.
“There is a lot more riding on it as well.
Obviously it is everyone’s livelihood and
therefore it means so much more.
“I take it quite personally but it is

something I am working on.
“My girlfriend will tell you. She probably
gets the brunt of my moods!
“I want to win. I want to do well and
I want to score. If I come home on a
Saturday and we have lost and I have not
scored, I take it into the next few days.
“It is one of those things but you have
just got to try and put it right as soon as
possible and not dwell on it.”
One big difference is the advice and
backroom staff that is available for the
players to take advantage of.
With a full-time analysis and sports
science department at hand, the players
have no excuse not to be prepared.
“I have never seen anything like it to
be honest. At non-league you don’t even
know who you are playing against most
weeks - you just go out and play your

DANNY NEWTON

game.
“There is a lot to take on. You have got
to learn quickly or you will be caught out.
“Craig is trying to work on the
weaknesses in my body and has taught
me about my core strength.
“I didn’t even know what a core was
before!
“I don’t like to look at the opposition
players too much – obviously we look at
the team’s strengths, weaknesses and
patterns of play.
“But I like to look at my own statistics.
Running is the base of my game so I
am disappointed if I haven’t met my
standards.
“If I haven’t, it just makes me conserve
energy for the Saturday and try even
harder. There is no hiding place at this
level.”
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FOUNDATION
ALL THE LATEST INFORMATION FROM THE OFFICIAL CHARITY OF STEVENAGE FOOTBALL CLUB.

FOR THOSE THAT AREN’T AWARE,
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL CLUBS UP
AND DOWN THE COUNTRY HAVE AN
OFFICIAL CHARITABLE ARM THAT WORK
TO IMPROVE THEIR LOCAL COMMUNITY
AND TAKE THE REACH AND BENEFIT OF
THE FOOTBALL CLUB BEYOND 3PM ON A
SATURDAY AFTERNOON.
FFor Stevenage, that arm is Stevenage
FC Foundation, which has been a
registered charity since January 2011
with the vision of providing opportunities
for our local community to realise their
potential. With 16 members of staff
based at The Lamex Stadium in the
West Stand, the Foundation delivered
over 5,500 hours work of community
engagement last season ranging from
Active Tots for 2-3 year olds right through
to weekly Walking Football sessions that
sees more than 75 over 50’s attend four
sessions a week.
The Foundation is headed up by
Joe Goude, who joined in 2016 and
is approaching two years in the role.
With his feet firmly under the desk, Joe
believes the Foundation is at a point
now to push on and become a driving
force for positive change in and around
Stevenage.
“The 2016-17 season has been one of
the most significant periods of time for
the Foundation since its formation. It was
a year that saw a huge amount of change
internally, coupled with the launch of
some exciting new programmes and
partnerships that will continue to help
the charity move forward and increase

its impact in the years to come.
“We have been challenged as a team
to diversify our offer in order to meet the
ever-changing environment that we work
in. To support this transition our staff
has received nearly 2,000 hours of CPD
in the last twelve months and we have
brought in specialist staff to help us
become a key community engagement
organisation in our area.”
With the increased activity and more
funding being made available from both
the Premier League and English Football
League, Goude highlights the need to
generate more awareness of what the
charity is all about.
“We need to tell people exactly what
we do and utilise those partnerships that
we have locally in order to grow and get
more support for the work we are doing”.
One of those key supporters is First
Team manager Darren Sarll who is always
on hand to support the Foundation.
“Here at Stevenage FC we are very much
aware of our role and responsibilities
off the pitch and nowhere is that more
apparent than with our Foundation
department. The game has changed a lot
over the past few years and it is crucial
now that the football club is a leader in
our local community every day of the
week.
“It is not just about what we do on a
Saturday. As our official charity, the
work they do across all sections of the
community is of real pride to everyone
at the club and as First Team staff and
players, we are always ready to help and
S T E V E N A G E F O U N D AT I O N

show our support.”
The next few months are crucial for
the Foundation as they continue to
develop new programmes and work with
new partners to address local issues
and present positive solutions that are
accessible and sustainable. As Goude
says, partnerships are key to this.
“I have been delighted to see the
increased level of support from key
organisations such as the EFL Trust,
Premier League Communities, Herts
Sports Partnership, Stevenage Borough
Council, Welwyn Hatfield Council and
Hertfordshire FA to name but a few.
This confidence, shown by partners,
is testament to the effort that goes
into providing a high-quality offer from
our staff and supported by our superb
trustees.
As a team we need to make sure that
we do not rest on our laurels. We have
some exciting plans going forward and
we want to grow our team, bring in new
trustees and continue to get better in
order for our community to realise their
potential.”
If you would like to find out more about
the Foundation and what they do, please
visit;
www.stevenagefcfoundation.com.
You’ll also find them on social media:
Facebook – stevenagefcf
Twitter – @borofoundation
Instagram – stevenagefcfoundation
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Simply dispose of your unwanted vehicle?
Recycle your vehicle to aid the environment?
Receive your payment within 3 working days?

3 EASY OPTIONS

FOR A1 QUALITY, SERVICE & VALUE
Welcoming and friendly family run business
Free no obligation measuring and estimating service

10 - 12 The Oval, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5RB

Tel: 01438 318180 Fax: 01438 318179
OPENING TIMES: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.00pm - Closed Sunday
Email: mail@a1carpetandﬂooring.com Web: www.a1carpetandﬂooring.com
Find us on Facebook

and Twitter

1

Auction your vehicle at a pre-agreed
reserve price

2

Guaranteed Auction Value. Let us purchase
your vehicle* (Up to the value of 10k*)

3

Non Runner? Scrap? No MOT? No Problem!
We will remove it from your premises.
Talk to us for full details.

OR

DON’T LOSE OUT, CALL OR EMAIL cashit@lmauctions.co.uk TODAY!
608 Jubilee Trading Estate, Jubilee Road,
Letchworth SG6 1NE • 01462 338355

www.letchworthmotorauctions.co.uk
Free collection within a 10 mile radius if roadworthy and has a current MOT. Transporter collections available ask for a quote. Vehicle must be registered in sellers name.
Proof of photo ID and a utility bill is required before a payment is released. Auction Terms and Conditions apply.

GET BEHIND THE BORO AT THE LAMEX STADIUM:
Tickets to watch the Super Boro at home are always cheaper when bought inadvance.
Either visit the club shop, call 01438 223223 or visit borotickets.co.uk to
secure your place for any of the following big games…
Saturday 9th December – Wycombe Wanderers
Sat 23rd December – Chesterfield
Monday 1st January – Cheltenham
Saturday 6th January – TBA
Saturday 20th January – Carlisle
Saturday 10th February – Luton
Saturday 17th February – Yeovil
Saturday 3rd March – Mansfield
Saturday 10th March – Crewe
Saturday 24th March – Colchester
Monday 2nd April – Barnet
Saturday 14th April – Cambridge
Saturday 28th April – Exeter
Supporters can also pay on the turnstiles at matchday prices – Up the Boro!

Hi-Tech Cars is audio and
video systems for your vehicle,
we are specialised in car audio for
competition, and we can install
alarms, parking sensors,
hands-free and more.

FFER!

GO
OPENIN

MENTION ‘FOOTBALL’ TO RECEIVE A GADGET ON YOUR FIRST PURCHASE
3 Priory Lane, Corner Shop, Little Wymondley, Hertfordshire SG4 7HE
(We are based between Hitchin and Stevenage)

07491 922202

01438 771736

S T E V E N A G E F O U N D AT I O N

info@hi-techcars.co.uk

www.hi-techcars.co.uk
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REMEMBERS
FOR LAST MONTH’S REMEMBRANCE DAY
FIXTURE BETWEEN STEVENAGE AND NOTTS
COUNTY, NEIL TREBBLE LAID A WREATH IN
THE CENTRE CIRCLE ALONGSIDE MEMBERS
OF THE LOCAL BRITISH LEGION.
As a former serviceman and Stevenage
player, it was a touching moment for Neil in
many ways.
“It was a powerful experience. I am normally
away for Remembrance Day so I don’t even
consider linking it with football.
“But due to work, I was in the area so I am
really thankful for the opportunity to present
itself.
“To combine my Army and football career
with the club I love, it was a very powerful
experience. I didn’t quite realise it until I was
out on the pitch.
“The only time I have been on that pitch
has been in my football kit, so to be out there
with my beret and my medals from the zones
I was involved in, it was something unique. It
has become more personal over the past 10
years.”
One incident in particular leaves Neil
particularly emotional.
“I lost one really close friend in Afghanistan.
I wasn’t there at the time but we served
together in Iraq. We played in the battalion
football team together and after I left, he
obviously stayed.
“Our regiment took a big hit out there,
we lost 15 guys and I have done a lot of
fundraising since.
“So to have that honour of doing that in
front of the Stevenage and Notts County fans,
who were both absolutely impeccable during
the minute of silence, was something that I
felt very proud of and I won’t ever forget.”
The event was so moving that many
Stevenage supporters got in touch with Neil
to show their support and gratitude.
“It was overwhelming actually. I put a
picture up on Facebook and some of the
public and private messages were really,
really touching.
“It gave exposure to my regiment and it will
stay with me forever.”
Neil joined Stevenage in 1992 after five
years in the Army and a curiosity to try and
make a name for himself in the game.
The circumstances around his arrival were
certainly bizarre going by today’s standards.
“I was in the Army at the time and I just
turned up at training one pre-season, totally
out of the blue to see if I could join in.
“Paul Fairclough was at the top of the stairs
and I just had a pair of shorts on and a vest.

“I had my boots in my little rucksack and he
looked at me up and down as if to say ‘What
have we got here?’ and he just said ‘Yeah
okay, why not?’
“So I joined in and pre-season was obviously
a lot about fitness so as a physical training
instructor, I was fine in that respect.
“As the weeks went by and players began
to get the chop, I was still hanging in there.
“We played a couple of pre-season
friendlies which I did particularly well in. I
scored against QPR and Tottenham and Paul
offered me a contract.
“It was a bit complicated as I was still with
the Army where your contract holds you for a
full 24 hours a day – nobody else can have a
demand over your time.
“Anyway, we got it sorted and I was well
supported by the Army.
“I used to come off Royal Guard outside
Buckingham Palace in the morning on a
Saturday, get the train down to Stevenage to
play a game, then make my way back to the
Palace for 6 O’clock.”
Neil enjoyed a good first season with the
club, scoring 24 goals including a debut
strike and three hat-tricks across the season.
By this point the Football League was
calling and Scunthorpe put an end to his time
in the forces.
“Scunthorpe scouted me and basically
bought me out the Army. They couldn’t buy
me off Stevenage because I wasn’t on a
proper contract with the club so a friendly
was organised between the two clubs as a
form of payment.
“There were 3 divisions between the clubs
and Scunthorpe had a brand new ground, it
was an opportunity I couldn’t miss.
“From having just 1 year at any level of
football to going professional in the Football
League, it was quite daunting.
“Just as I started to get into the goals, I
picked up a bad ankle injury and because I
was so enthusiastic, I probably pushed myself
back in too soon.
“I never really recovered from it to be
honest. Walking down the shops now I can
still go over on it.”
Moves to Preston and Scarborough
followed before his return to the Boro halfway
through the conference winning season.
By 1995, the club had already made huge
strides.
“The difference was huge. We were top of
the Conference and we were one of the big
clubs in the division.
“You could always see that Stevenage was

NEIL TREBBLE REMEMBERS

a rising club though. I used to come and watch
as a boy when we were in the United Counties
League and our support here far outweighed
any club at that level.
“So there was always the potential, there is
no doubt about that, but there was a massive
shift in the quality of the players.
“I came back and there were players like
Barry Hayles, Efe Sodje, Dave Venables,
Steve Berry - these were what I would call
more cultured players. The club had clearly
moved on and obviously had aspirations to
get into the league.”
Everybody knows that happened next. Boro
romped to the Conference title but due to
inadequate stadia, promotion was denied.
“I was personally gutted because I dropped
out of the Football League to come back
home and I felt we were wronged.
“To be fair, I was told that they knew about
the issues with the ground, but they were
very confident that it would be overturned.
“It was devastating because to play football
for Stevenage in the Football League would
have been the cherry on the cake for me.
“There were other players that put a lot
more into that season than myself and were
probably even more gutted. We broke all
manner of records in terms of goals and
points - we were by far the best team.
“It is a shame. The football club has enjoyed
huge success since, with trips to Wembley
and different titles won, but I think that
year helped put Stevenage in the national
spotlight and laid the foundations for what
we have now.”
Neil was part of another iconic side in
Stevenage history – the 1998 team that took
Newcastle United to a replay in the FA Cup.
One of the greatest efforts by a non-league
side in the competitions history, Neil and the
boys weren’t quite ready for the media glare.
“I was interviewed after the first game by
the Daily Mirror and they asked me about
Pistoni and whether he should have got
a second yellow for a foul he made in the
second half.
“I answered honestly and just said ‘Another
referee might have sent him off’ - that was it.
“The next day on the back page it was
‘TREBBLE SLAMS PISTONI’, so obviously
everything was being built up for the replay
and Newcastle wanted to give us a good
battering.
“Everything we did was tongue in cheek
and without really realising the ramifications.
Mark Smith claiming he had Alan Shearer
in his pocket - just a bit of fun for us but of
course the press got hold of it.
“The publicity the club received at that time
was a huge contribution to the attractiveness
of the club. Not just for the players but for
Phil Wallace who took over as Chairman after
that period.
“I will never have a prouder moment in my
life in a working environment than playing at
St James Park. Looking up into that corner
of the stadium filled with Stevenage fans,
amongst them my family. That for me will
never be forgotten.”
It would never get quite as good for that
group of players as the side was slowly
dismantled and Boro were unable to mount
another serious title challenge for over a
decade.
“Paul looked at the squad and decided that
it was time to clear out some of the older
faces. He was going in a different direction so
it was time to move on.
“I went to St Albans, I played for Shelbourne
over in Ireland and then came back to play at
Welling before signing for Hayes.
“I actually finished my career as a player
coach over in Arlesey, which was a really
enjoyable time. We brought through some
great players like Dave Kitson and Craig
Mackail-Smith, so that was a great way to
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Neil Trebble at The
finish.”
Business called and Neil went on to start
up his own company which kept him occupied
for the next decade or so.
Although
there
was
a
period
of
disconnection from the football club, it
wasn’t long before he was back involved in a
different setting.
“It was Steve Watkins (Stevenage FC
Commentator) who actually called me up and
asked if I wanted to get involved in cycling for
Prostate Cancer.
“I had done radio work with David Croft
(Stevenage born F1 Commentator) in the past.
“He was commentating on our games at the
time and whenever I was injured - which was
quite often - he would ask if I would come up
and commentate alongside him.
“So Steve asked if I would fancy it and I
absolutely loved it.
“It is just the best thing in the world to do.
You get to see the game; you get to put your
opinion across and it is just a lot of fun.
“I don’t work for the club, but I am loyal to
the club. My dad used to take me down to
King George’s when the club reformed in 1973
from Stevenage Town.
“So this is my hometown club and although
I am not going to absolutely hammer them, I
do call it how I see it.
“In my career I was a little bit like marmite,
you either hated me or loved me, so I know
what it is like to be on the end of negativity
from the press.
“I always consider that when I am
broadcasting my views and my opinions, that
these players are human beings. They don’t
cross the line with the intent to play badly,
they want to win the game and you have to
remember that.”
So what does Neil think of the current
team?
“Well I have got to know Darren recently
and he has been great for the club. He has
invited me down to the training ground a few

times and it is really interesting to see behind
the scenes, how they prepare, how they work
and what they all put in.
“There is an enormous amount of work done
that nobody sees. Fans see the 90 minutes on
a Saturday and it can distort the true picture
a bit.
“I feel there is a healthy emphasis on
youth, which there has to be for a club like
Stevenage. Obviously there is value in young
players coming through, not only in terms of
outlay for the club, but potential revenue in
the future if they make the grade.
“So I applaud that. Having being involved in
the youth setup here, of course I am going to

Boro

absolutely back that.
“There has to be a balance though. The
problem with some young players is they
have not experienced winning titles, so you
have to establish that winning mentality.
“At the moment, my honest view is that I
don’t think the balance is quite right. I think
there are a couple of ingredients missing.
“The team is inconsistent but things take
a little while to establish. I can see signs
but they need their big players to stand up
on a weekly basis. We saw what they almost
achieved last season so I definitely have faith
in the management and coaching team to get
us right up there.”

NEW
YEARS
EVE
70s, 80s 90s FAMILY FUN NIGHT
With as many Christmas songs as you like
Hot & Cold buffet served to your table
Wine order in advance

Adults Children Under 3’s
£19.95

£12.50

free

Must be booked & paid in advance
no payment on the door
Book now to avoid disappointment
e-mail jenniec@stevenagefc.com

01438 218074/01438 223223

NEIL TREBBLE REMEMBERS

11

12

FREE-KI K!

I S S U E 0 1 | S AT U R D AY D E C E M B E R 2 2 0 1 7

CM ROOFING
Family run business. Est. 20 yrs

� Repairs & Re-roof � Lead Specialists
� Slating & Tiling � Guttering and Drainage
� Gutter Clearing
� Fascias & Sofﬁts
� UPVC Wall Cladding � Moss Removal
� Single Ply/3 Layer Felt
� Flat Rooﬁng
� All Work Guaranteed � Fully Insured
� Generous discounts for senior citizens
We Will Beat Any Written Quotation
For more information & free estimate

01438 517166 / 07432 624335
chrismead.rooﬁng@yahoo.co.uk

T: 01438 779954
E: events@cromwellstevenage.co.uk
www.cromwellstevenage.co.uk
Hotel Cromwell. 27 High Street. Stevenage.
Hertfordshire SG1 3AZ
Any Kitchen Ltd A5 Flyer Generic_Final 03/10/2014 13:08 Page 1

anykitchen
anysize anycolour anyworktop
Full bespoke kitchen replacement and
transformation service (replacement doors)

A-Top Property Lettings
If you are looking for a team that you can trust to deliver time after time
then A-Top Property Lettings in Drapers Way, Stevenage is the one for
you.
A-Top, which is owned by founder Mervyn Terrett, has gained an impressive reputation
as the go-to agent for all your property needs whether you are looking to rent or are a
landlord seeking tenants. With a combined market experience of more than 60 years,
the staff at A-Top are the most knowledgeable in the business and along with advice on
the rental market, they can also provide information which allows customers to make
the most informed choice possible.

Professionally planned to your exact requirements, then installed by approved,
experienced fitters. From modern to traditional, we have kitchens, worktops and
appliances that give you a real choice. Your kitchen is made to order, at a price you
can afford, any size, any colour, any worktop.

Over the past 31 years the team lead by Mervyn has seen the local market undergo a
wide number of changes, but through them all A-Top and its experienced staff have
always given the very best and most informed service.
Having seen the end of double mortgage relief and law changes to make repossessions
easier, there have been plenty of changes which have altered the lettings landscape in
Stevenage.

Discuss your project in the comfort of your home, at a time that suits you. Contact
us to arrange a free no obligation appointment with one of our project managers...

www.anykitchenltd.co.uk

01438 230010

Through
them all however the reliability of A-Top Property Lettings has remained a
Th
constant and their portfolio of excellent landlords has increased dramatically.

CALL N
OW
FOR OU
R
LATEST
OFFERS

Commenting on the team Mervyn said: “What once was a rarity in the UK i.e. renting, is
now so common as a source of income/investment for landlords and of mobility for
professional working tenants. We are delighted to be able to use our expertise to help
both tenants and landlords.”

info@anykitchenltd.co.uk
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